
2019 Rules.  Fact sheet.           UNPLAYABLE BALL (Rule 19). 

What is the same? 

• You remain the only person who can declare your ball unplayable. 

• You cannot declare your ball unplayable in a penalty area. 

• The stroke & distance opFon remains available. 

• The 2 club-length lateral relief opFon not nearer the hole remains available. 

• The back-on-the-line opFon remains available but is slightly modified as to where you can 
drop (see below). 

• When your ball is in a bunker, if you are taking relief under one penalty stroke by either 
dropping laterally within two club-lengths or back-on-the-line, you must sFll drop in the 
bunker. 

• A new ball may be used as long as you comply with the one ball rule if it is in effect. 

What is new? 

• When you declare your ball unplayable, it must stay in the relief area when dropped. 

 This is important - and we repeat it for emphasis – IT MUST STAY IN THE RELIEF AREA WHEN 
DROPPED!!  

It can no longer roll 2 club-lengths from where it hits the ground. If it rolls out of the 
relief area, it must be dropped again. If it happens again, place the ball on the spot 
where the 2nd drop hit the ground. You should consider this when making your 
choice of relief opFon (such as when the 2 club-length relief area only just reaches 
the edge of a bush). 

• When you choose to drop back- on-the-line (or keeping the place where the ball lies 
between you and the hole), you can now drop in a one club-length relief area rather than on 
the line itself as you do today. 

So, go back-on- the-line as far as you want, choose your spot - and it is sFll good pracFce 
to mark that spot before dropping - and drop a ball within one club-length of that spot, 
but not nearer the hole. If this opFon is taken in a bunker, the ball must be dropped in 
the bunker as the rules are today. 

If you do not mark the spot on the line you have chosen as your reference point before 
you drop, the rules will assume that your chosen spot is the spot on the line the same 
distance from where you did drop. (This maRers because if the ball rolls nearer the hole 
than your reference point aTer dropping, you must drop again). 



See diagrams below for examples. 

• There is a new opFon when you declare your ball unplayable in a bunker. For a total of two 
penalty strokes, the ball may be taken back-on- the- line and dropped outside the bunker in 
the relief area which is measured from the spot you choose. 



 

• Because a dropped ball must stay in the relief area, if there is more than one part of the 
course in the relief area, the ball must stay in the part of the course it first hit when dropped. 

For example, if it is dropped in a penalty area, it must stay in the penalty area and if it is 
dropped in the general area (the new term for through the green), it must stay in the general 
area and if it is dropped in a bunker, it must stay in the bunker. 


