
New Rules. Fact Sheet. Temporary Immovable ObstrucFons. 

The new TIO rule is largely unchanged but we highlight a few subtle differences. 

• “IntervenFon” will now be termed “Line of Sight”. 

 This phrase was already commonly used but it is now the correct and official term for when 
a TIO is directly between you and the hole (including when your ball is IN the TIO). 

 “Directly” conFnues to mean on a straight line. 

• When your ball is in a posiFon where you have both “physical interference” and “line of sight 
interference” (such as when your ball is in a grandstand): 

- You are enFtled to take relief from both forms of interference (physical and line of sight) 
by using the one club-length corridor and dropping “more than one, but less than two” 
from the TIO, or 

- You can choose to take relief from just the physical interference by treaFng the TIO like 
any normal immovable obstrucFon. 

It is up to you to choose which one you want to take but once you have dropped your 
ball, that choice is final. There will be no further relief beyond the choice you made. 

• The difference between UNDER and IN.  

There is a disFncFon between a ball that is “UNDER” a TIO with no sides (such as the 
pedestal type TV towers at Augusta) and a ball that is “IN” a TIO. 

A ball that is “under” a TIO will no longer have physical interference unless the TIO does 
actually interfere. 

A ball “under” a TIO will always have the right to “line of sight” relief - which will conFnue to 
be more than one, but less than two club-lengths - but physical interference will be a maRer 
of fact. 

This means that the excepFons to relief apply and relief may be denied if your ball is 
unplayable in a bush when it is “under” a TIO. 

• You no longer have a choice of which club to use in measuring the club-length corridor for 
more than one, but less than two relief. The longest club in your bag (other than a puRer) 
must be used. You cannot use a puRer or a wedge to provide a smaller area.  

• A new ball may be subsFtuted when taking relief as in all other relief rules in the new code. 


