
2019 Rules Fact Sheet.       Clubs (Rule 4.1). 

What is the same? 

• You are sFll limited to starFng the round with no more than 14 clubs but you can add to your 
number to bring the total up to 14 if you started with less. 

• If you start with more than 14 clubs, you must immediately declare any excess clubs out of 
play and not use them. 

• The penalty for a player in breach of the 14 club rule remains capped at a maximum of 4 
strokes per round with the penalFes added to the first two holes played. 

• Performance characterisFcs must not be changed deliberately during the round. 

• A play off in stroke-play is sFll a new round so a club that becomes non-conforming during a 
round cannot be used in the playoff. It is important to remember this because in a stroke-
play playoff, you might find yourself using a club on hole 18 that you cannot use minutes 
later. The permission to use a damaged club which otherwise would not conform only lasts 
for the remainder of the round in which it was damaged. 

 What is new? 

• There is now no penalty for carrying a non-conforming club - only for making a stroke with 
one - but this club sFll counts as one of your 14. 

• No maRer how you damage a club during a round - even if it is done by abusing it - you can 
conFnue to use the club in its damaged state, but you will not be allowed to change it. 

 There will be no replacement of clubs at all in the new rules with the only excepFon being 
the rare case of the damage being caused by an outside influence. 

• You will be allowed to repair the damaged club as best you can, but you are limited to the 
original components of the club - the same grip, the same shaT and the same head. You can 
sFll have someone try to repair it for you, but they must also use the same parts of the 
damaged club. 

• Whilst performance characterisFcs must not be changed deliberately during the round, if 
they are changed by using an adjustable feature and this is restored to the original seQng 
before a stroke is made, there is no penalty. The restricFon on changing playing 
characterisFcs also applies when play is suspended as you are sFll playing the same round. 

• If you find that you have more than 14 clubs shortly before starFng the round, there is no 
penalty provided you clearly declare the club (or clubs) out of play and take some other 
acFon such as turning them upside down in the bag and do not use them!! Clubs carried in 
this way will not count towards your total of 14, but you will be disqualified if you use any of 
them. 
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