
2019 Rules Fact Sheet.  Ball Moved Issues. 

Ball Moved During Search (Rule7.4). 

What is the same? 

• The central principle that you play the ball as it lies remains a key part of the new rules 
and the ball should generally be played from the spot where it came to rest aTer the last 
stroke. 

• There conFnues to be no penalty if a ball is moved during search by another player in 
stroke-play or an opponent in match-play.  

What is new? 

• There is no penalty if a ball is moved by the player or his caddie during search. 

• In all cases, the ball will be replaced. It will NEVER be dropped. 

• If the spot is not known, it will be ESTIMATED and the ball will be replaced as it was before it 
was moved, including being under or against any growing or aRached natural object. 

• If all that you knew was that the ball was somewhere under the grass and was barely visible 
before you or anyone found it by kicking it or standing on it, then the ball must be replaced 
under the grass in a barely visible spot. The exact spot does not need to be known to allow 
replacement. 

Ball moved by an Outside Influence (Rule9.6). 

What is the same? 

• There conFnues to be no penalty when your ball is moved by a spectator but it must be 
replaced. 

• The standard of proof needed that an outside influence moved your ball remains high. It 
must be known or virtually certain which means 95% likely or, put another way, only a very 
small doubt exists. 

What is new? 

• If your ball has been moved, you (or the person who moved it) must replace it in all cases 
including when the spot is not known. It will NEVER be dropped. This is a BIG CHANGE which 
may affect you. 

• If the spot is not known, it must be esFmated and the original ball (if it is sFll readily 
available) must be replaced on this esFmated spot. We repeat for clarity - the ball will never 
be dropped and subsFtuFon is not allowed.  
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